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The President. I cannot rule in or rule out
anything. It would be inappropriate. The inves-
tigation has not been completed. And again,
that’s a variation of the question that was just
asked. I cannot and I should not characterize
this in terms of the climate or anything else
at this time.

Let us do this investigation. Let the people
get the work done. Let us follow every lead,
pursue every alley. Let’s wrap this up so we
can see it whole, and then there will be time

for this kind of analysis. I understand why you
want to do it. It’s perfectly understandable and
appropriate, but it’s not ripe yet. We have to
solve the heinous crime first.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:05 p.m. in the
Briefing Room at the White House. The Execu-
tive order of January 23 prohibiting transactions
with terrorists is listed in Appendix D at the end
of this volume.

Statement on Senator David Pryor’s Decision Not To Seek Reelection
April 21, 1995

Throughout his career, David Pryor has been
a champion of America’s finest values. He is
a fierce advocate for our children and the elder-
ly and a ready voice for the cause of reason.
From the State legislature and the Governor’s
office in Arkansas to the U.S. Congress, he has
served our country from the bottom of his heart

and in the best possible way. His retirement
from the Senate will be a loss felt by us all.

I know I can continue to count on David’s
exceptional counsel, both as a valued adviser
and a trusted friend. I look forward to his con-
tinued active involvement in the business of our
Nation.

Remarks by the President and Hillary Clinton to Children on the
Oklahoma City Bombing
April 22, 1995

The President. Today I’ve been joined by the
First Lady and by children of people who work
for our Federal Government, because we are
especially concerned about how the children of
America are reacting to the terrible events in
Oklahoma City. Our family has been struggling
to make sense of this tragedy, and I know that
families all over America have as well.

We know that what happened in Oklahoma
is very frightening, and we want children to
know that it’s okay to be frightened by some-
thing as bad as this. Your parents understand
it. Your teachers understand it. And we’re all
there for you, and we’re working hard to make
sure that this makes sense to you and that you
can overcome your fears and go on with your
lives.

The First Lady has been very worried about
all the children of our country in the aftermath

of this tragedy, and she wants to talk with you,
too, today.

Mrs. Clinton. I’m very happy to have this
chance to talk with children here in the White
House and children who maybe have been
watching cartoons or just getting up around the
country and turning on the television set. I know
that many children around the country have
been very frightened by what they have seen
and heard, particularly on television, in the last
few days. And I’m sure that you, like many
of the children I’ve already talked to, are really
concerned because they don’t know how some-
thing so terrible could have happened here in
our country.

But you know, whenever you feel scared or
worried, I want you to remember that your par-
ents and your friends and your family members
all love you and are going to do everything
they can to take care of you and to protect
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you. That’s really important for each of you to
know.

I also want you to know that there are many
more good people in the world than bad and
evil people. Just think of what we have seen
in the last few days. Think of all the police
officers and the firefighters, the doctors and the
nurses, all of the neighbors and the rescue work-
ers, all of the people who have come to help
all of those who were hurt in Oklahoma. Think
about the people around the country who are
sending presents and writing letters. Good peo-
ple live everywhere in our country, in every
town and every city, and there are many, many
of them.

Like many of the families in America, our
family has spent a lot of time in the last few
days talking about what happened in Oklahoma,
sharing our own feelings, our anger, our tears,
our sorrow. All of that has been very good for
us. And I hope you are doing it at home as
well.

I want all of the children to talk to people.
Talk to your parents. Talk to your grandparents.
Talk to your teachers. Talk to those grownups
who are around about how you are feeling in-
side, how this makes you feel about yourself,
so that they can give you the kind of reassur-
ance, the hugs, the other ways of showing you
that you can feel better about this because they
love you and care about you very much.

And finally, I want children to think about
ways that all of you can help. Sometimes writing
a letter or drawing a picture when you’re sad
or unhappy can make you feel better. Perhaps
you could even send those pictures and letters
to children in Oklahoma City. Maybe you could
send a toy or a present. Maybe you can also
just be nicer to your own friends at school and
to help take care of each other better. I think
that’s one thing that all of us can do.

Thankfully, we’re going to be able to help
the people there, and we’re going to pray very
hard for everybody who was injured and every-
one who died. But let’s also try to help each
other. And there are many ways we can do
that. And if we remember that, then I think
all of us can get over being afraid and scared.

The President. I’d like to take a moment to
say a few words about this whole thing to the
parents of America. I know it always—or, at
least, it’s often difficult to talk to children about
things that are this painful. But at times like
this, nothing is more important for parents to

do than to simply explain what has happened
to the children and then to reassure your own
children about their future.

Experts agree on a number of steps. First
of all, you should encourage your children to
talk about what they’re feeling. If your children
are watching news about the bombing, watch
it with them. If they have questions, first listen
carefully to what they’re asking, and then answer
the questions honestly and forthrightly. But then
reassure them. Tell them there are a lot of
people in this country in law enforcement who
are working hard to protect them and to keep
things like this from happening. Tell them that
they are safe, that their own school or day care
center is a safe place, and that it has been
checked and that you know it’s safe.

And make sure to tell them without any hesi-
tation that the evil people who committed this
crime are going to be found and punished. Tell
them that I have promised every child, every
parent, every person in America that when we
catch the people who did this, we will make
sure that they can never hurt another child
again, ever.

Finally, and most important of all, in the next
several days, go out of your way to tell your
children how much you love them. Tell them
how much you care about them. Be extra sen-
sitive to whether they need a hug or just to
be held. This is a frightening and troubling time.

But we cannot let the terrible actions of a
few terrible people frighten us any more than
they already have. So reach out to one another
and come together. We will triumph over those
who would divide us. And we will overcome
them by doing it together, putting our children
first.

God bless you all, and thanks for listening.

[At this point, the address ended, and the Presi-
dent and Hillary Clinton invited comments from
the children.]

The President. What about all of you, how
do you feel about this? You got anything you
want to say about what happened at the bomb-
ing? What?

Q. It was mean.
The President. It was mean, wasn’t it? What

did you think when you heard about it the first
time?

Q. I didn’t like it.
Mrs. Clinton. It was very mean.
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Q. I thought those people that did it should
be punished very badly—to hurt the children.

Mrs. Clinton. That’s right, and they will be.
The President. They should be punished, and

they will be.
Q. I feel sorry for the people that died.
The President. You feel sorry for the people

that died. Good for you.
Q. When I first heard about it, I thought,

who would want to do that to kids who had
never done anything to them?

Mrs. Clinton. It’s hard to imagine, isn’t it?
The President. That’s very hard to imagine.

There are some people who get this idea in
their minds that there are people who have done
something to them when they haven’t done any-
thing to them and who are told over and over
again that it’s okay to hate, it’s okay to hate,
it’s okay to lash out, even at people they don’t
even know. And that’s a wrong idea.

That’s the other thing I want to say to you.
We need to—we need to all respect each other
and treat each other with respect and be toler-
ant of our differences so that we don’t have
other people developing this crazy attitude that
it’s okay to hurt people you never even knew.

Good for you.
Q. I feel really bad for the people that died

and the people that are in the hospital, espe-
cially for the parents because it’s really hard
to lose a child.

The President. It’s so hard.
Mrs. Clinton. And I think all of us have to

do everything we can to help the people who
were hurt and to make sure they get everything
they need, not only in the hospital but after
that because they’ll need people to talk to as
well. And we have to be everything we can
be to help the people who lost family members,
like you said. It’s going to take a very long
time.

The President. And we have to feel bad for
their parents, too. You know how much your
parents love you, and can you imagine how they
would feel? So we’ve got to feel bad for their
parents, too, and give them a lot of support.

Q. I think the bomber should be in jail.
Mrs. Clinton. You are right. You are right.

There are many, many people working hard all
over the country to find out who did this. And
they’re actually making some progress in finding
out who did it, and they will keep doing that
until the people are caught——

Q. [Inaudible]—newspaper.

Mrs. Clinton. Yes, that’s right. And they’ll be
caught, and then they’ll be punished.

The President. Anybody else want to say any-
thing?

Mrs. Clinton. What do you think you can do
here, which is far away from where it happened,
that could help other people and to do things
that would be nice and, you know, as a way
of helping?

Q. To send money to—[inaudible]——
Mrs. Clinton. That’s a good idea.
Q. Send cards and presents.
The President. To Oklahoma City.
Mrs. Clinton. I think sending something—that

would be good.
Q. Like, send some of your old clothes and

everything.
Mrs. Clinton. Whatever they need, right? If

somebody needs that, we should do that.
Q. Like, we can bring them flowers some-

times.
Mrs. Clinton. Bringing flowers to somebody

is a really nice thing to do. Do you ever bring
flowers to your mom or to a friend just because
you love them? It’s a good thing to do.

Q. At my brother’s day care when my school
was closed, we planted trees to remember the
kids that got hurt.

Mrs. Clinton. That is a wonderful idea. Did
you all hear what she said? They planted trees
to remember the kids who got hurt. That’s
something that schools and day care centers
could do all over the country.

The President. I think something should be
done so that all of us remember those children
in Oklahoma City, don’t you? And all those peo-
ple.

Q. We can write notes——
Q. You can pray for the family members and

the rescue workers who have been helping peo-
ple throughout this terrible incident and for the
family members who lost their employees and
children.

The President. That’s right. That’s something
every one of you can do. You could say a prayer
for them. It’s a gift you can give them. It’s
very important. Thank you for saying that.

Q. We can write letters and notes and let
them know that we understand how they’re feel-
ing.

The President. I think that’s important, too.
Yes. Do you want to say something? You want

to say something? Anybody else like to say any-
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thing? You got any other ideas of things we
can do?

How many of you have really thought about
this a lot in the last couple of days? Have you
thought about it? You feel a little better now
than you did a couple of days ago?

Q. Yes.
The President. Have you talked about it in

your home? What about at school? Have they
talked about it at school a lot? I think it’s really
important.

One more thing you can do is, to go back
to what the First Lady said earlier, is when
you see people at your school, if they’re getting
angry or they’re getting mad or they say some-
thing bad about somebody just because of—
because they’re different than them, you ought
to speak out against that. You ought to say,
‘‘Look, we’re all Americans; we’re all here. We
have to treat each other with respect. We’re
all equal in the eyes of God.’’ And we cannot,
we cannot permit people to have the kind of
hatred that the evil people had who bombed
that building in Oklahoma City. That is a—it’s
an awful thing. And every one of you, every
day, can be a force against that kind of thing.
You can change the country with your prayers
and with your voice and by reaching out in
all the ways you said.

Thank you all very much.
Mrs. Clinton. I’m so glad you could be here.
Q. Mr. President?
The President. Yes.
Q. I’d like to thank you for having us here

today and speaking to all the children.
Mrs. Clinton. Thank you.
The President. Thank you, Colonel. And I

want to thank all the parents who are here.
And I want to thank you for your service to
our country and for working for our Govern-
ment and assure you that most Americans, mil-
lions of them, the huge majority, really respect
all of you. And all Americans are horrified by
what has happened. And we thank you for being
here, and we thank you for being good parents
as well as serving our country and our Govern-
ment.

Goodbye.
Mrs. Clinton.Thank you all.

The President. And bless you.
Q. Mr. President? President Clinton, there

have been increasing reports about these so-
called militia groups. Do you feel that the gen-
eral atmosphere of antigovernment statements
has contributed to the growth of groups like
this?

The President. Let me say that first of all,
that this is coming on us in a couple of waves.
When I was Governor of my State in the early
eighties, we dealt with a number of these people
and groups at home. That’s one reason I felt
such a horrible pang when I saw what happened
in Oklahoma, you know, because it’s just next
door to Arkansas. And we had two incidences
near the Oklahoma border in the early eighties.

And in—as you probably know, there was just
an execution in Arkansas a couple of days ago
of a man who killed a State trooper and who
was a friend of mine and a businessman in
southwest Arkansas, who was part of this whole
movement. And there were other instances as
well.

And then it went down a while, you know,
the sort of the venom, the hatred; the atmos-
phere got better, and the American people rose
up against that kind of thing.

I think that we should wait until this whole
matter is thoroughly investigated and until we
know the facts to draw final conclusions.

But I will say that—that all of us, just as
I told these children, all of us need to be more
sensitive, to treat each other with tolerance, and
not to demonize any group of people and cer-
tainly not these fine people who work for the
Nation’s Government. They are, after all, our
friends and neighbors. We go to school with
their children. We go to church with them. We
go to civic clubs with them. This is—this is
not necessary, and it is wrong.

But I will have some more to say about this
whole matter as we know more facts about this
case and about where we’re going in the future.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. from
the Oval Office at the White House. These re-
marks were broadcast live on radio and television.
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Remarks at a Memorial Service for the Bombing Victims in Oklahoma City,
Oklahoma
April 23, 1995

Thank you very much. Governor Keating and
Mrs. Keating, Reverend Graham, to the families
of those who have been lost and wounded, to
the people of Oklahoma City who have endured
so much, and the people of this wonderful State,
to all of you who are here as our fellow Ameri-
cans: I am honored to be here today to rep-
resent the American people. But I have to tell
you that Hillary and I also come as parents,
as husband and wife, as people who were your
neighbors for some of the best years of our
lives.

Today our Nation joins with you in grief. We
mourn with you. We share your hope against
hope that some may still survive. We thank all
those who have worked so heroically to save
lives and to solve this crime, those here in Okla-
homa and those who are all across this great
land and many who left their own lives to come
here to work hand in hand with you.

We pledge to do all we can to help you heal
the injured, to rebuild this city, and to bring
to justice those who did this evil.

This terrible sin took the lives of our Amer-
ican family: innocent children, in that building
only because their parents were trying to be
good parents as well as good workers; citizens
in the building going about their daily business;
and many there who served the rest of us, who
worked to help the elderly and the disabled,
who worked to support our farmers and our
veterans, who worked to enforce our laws and
to protect us. Let us say clearly, they served
us well, and we are grateful. But for so many
of you they were also neighbors and friends.
You saw them at church or the PTA meetings,
at the civic clubs, at the ball park. You know
them in ways that all the rest of America could
not.

And to all the members of the families here
present who have suffered loss, though we share
your grief, your pain is unimaginable, and we
know that. We cannot undo it. That is God’s
work.

Our words seem small beside the loss you
have endured. But I found a few I wanted to
share today. I’ve received a lot of letters in
these last terrible days. One stood out because

it came from a young widow and a mother of
three whose own husband was murdered with
over 200 other Americans when Pan Am 103
was shot down. Here is what that woman said
I should say to you today: ‘‘The anger you feel
is valid, but you must not allow yourselves to
be consumed by it. The hurt you feel must
not be allowed to turn into hate but instead
into the search for justice. The loss you feel
must not paralyze your own lives. Instead, you
must try to pay tribute to your loved ones by
continuing to do all the things they left undone,
thus ensuring they did not die in vain.’’ Wise
words from one who also knows.

You have lost too much, but you have not
lost everything. And you have certainly not lost
America, for we will stand with you for as many
tomorrows as it takes.

If ever we needed evidence of that, I could
only recall the words of Governor and Mrs.
Keating. If anybody thinks that Americans are
mostly mean and selfish, they ought to come
to Oklahoma. If anybody thinks Americans have
lost the capacity for love and caring and cour-
age, they ought to come to Oklahoma.

To all my fellow Americans beyond this hall,
I say, one thing we owe those who have sac-
rificed is the duty to purge ourselves of the
dark forces which gave rise to this evil. They
are forces that threaten our common peace, our
freedom, our way of life.

Let us teach our children that the God of
comfort is also the God of righteousness. Those
who trouble their own house will inherit the
wind. Justice will prevail.

Let us let our own children know that we
will stand against the forces of fear. When there
is talk of hatred, let us stand up and talk against
it. When there is talk of violence, let us stand
up and talk against it. In the face of death,
let us honor life. As St. Paul admonished us,
let us not be overcome by evil but overcome
evil with good.

Yesterday Hillary and I had the privilege of
speaking with some children of other Federal
employees, children like those who were lost
here. And one little girl said something we will
never forget. She said we should all plant a
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